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City Council Building 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

January 24, 2017 
6:00 PM 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Council Chairman Moses Freeman called the meeting to order with Vice Chair Jerry Mitchell and 
Council members Chris Anderson, Carol Berz, Russell Gilbert, Larry Grohn, Yusuf Hakeem, Chip 
Henderson and Ken Smith all present. City Attorney Wade Hinton and Council Clerk Nicole Gwyn, 
CMC, were also present. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Councilman Henderson led the Assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance and read Matthew 5:9 of 
the Bible before giving the invocation. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF LAST MINUTES 
 
On motion of Councilman Anderson and seconded by Councilman Gilbert, the minutes of 
the last meeting (January 17, 2017) were approved as published. 
 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION  

 
“Inclusion By Design” Development Program 

By Warren Logan - Urban League of Greater Chattanooga 
 
Chairman Freeman introduced Mr. Logan, who also recognized the Urban League’s board chair, 
Diana Bullock. Mr. Logan made a brief presentation on the Urban League’s “Inclusion By Design” 
initiative, which is a 3-year pilot program that helps develop and equip people of color and women 
for executive and senior management positions at corporations that embrace inclusion. He 
discussed the program’s value proposition to companies, their market-based approach, the annual 
tuition and the entities providing training for the participants. Chairman Freeman and Councilman 
Hakeem commended Mr. Logan for his work at the Urban League and thanked Ms. Bullock for her 
service. Mr. Logan then responded to questions about the program and the City of Chattanooga’s 
participation. 
 
 
ORDINANCES – FINAL READING: (NONE) 
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ORDINANCES – FIRST READING:  

 

2016-184  
Claudio Co. 
Planning Version 
District 3 
 

AGENDA ITEM VI(a):   
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II, 
CHAPTER 38, ZONING ORDINANCE, SO AS TO REZONE PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 4823 WINDING LANE, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 
HEREIN, FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL ZONE TO R-3 RESIDENTIAL ZONE.   

 

Councilman Smith moved to defer until February 28, 2017, seconded by Councilman Henderson. 
Councilman Smith noted that the developer had made the request to defer because they were still 
communicating with those impacted by the rezoning. The motion carried. 

         ACTION:  DEFERRED UNTIL 
FEBRUARY 28, 2017      

 
 

ORDINANCE #13152 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II, 
CHAPTER 38, BY AMENDING ARTICLE V, DIVISION 1, R-1 RESIDENTIAL 
ZONE, SECTION 38-44(3), RELATIVE TO SIDE BUILDING SETBACKS.   

 
Chairman Freeman convened a public hearing and opened the floor to persons wishing to 
address the Council on this item. At the request of Councilwoman Berz, he recognized the 
following speakers: 
 

• Gary Ball (Tower Construction) – He expressed his support of reducing the setbacks. 

• Terry Green (Homebuilders Association) – On behalf of the Homebuilders Association, 
he encouraged the Council to support reducing the setbacks. 

 
Upon no further public comments, Councilwoman Berz moved to approve, seconded by 
Councilman Gilbert. The motion carried. 

                 ACTION:  PASSED ON FIRST READING         
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RESOLUTIONS: 
 
 

On motion of Councilman Hakeem and seconded by Councilwoman Berz, 
 

RESOLUTION #28903 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AWARD A CONTRACT, IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE FORM 
ATTACHED, TO ENCO UTILITY SERVICES TO PERFORM QUALITY 
CONTROL MEASURES ON WATER USAGE DATA, TO ENSURE ACCURATE 
SEWER BILLING, AND TO PROVIDE ONLINE BILL PAY FILES WHEREIN 
DATA WILL BE DELIVERED IN A FORMAT UPLOADABLE TO THE CITY’S 
UTILITY BILLING SYSTEM, FOR AN ANNUAL COST ESTIMATED AT 
$120,000.00.   

 
Councilman Henderson asked Daisy Madison, Chief Finance Officer, to discuss why ENCO was 
needed to provide sewer billing. Councilman Smith requested that the I.T. Department get involved 
with the billing so that this does not become an annual, ongoing expense. Chairman Freeman 
discussed the history of sewer billing. Ms. Madison discussed the challenges with the current sewer 
billing. Councilman Smith expounded on not wanting this to become an annual, ongoing expense. 
Councilman Hakeem called the question. Chairman Freeman ended the discussion and called for 
the vote. The motion carried. 

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Henderson and seconded by Councilman Grohn, 
 

RESOLUTION #28904 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A LEASE 
AGREEMENT, IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE FORM ATTACHED, WITH 
CHATTANOOGA LOOKOUT VALLEY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE FOR THE 
OPERATION OF  A COMMUNITY GARDEN ON THE SEVEN (7) ADJACENT 
PARCELS IDENTIFIED AS 219, 221, 225, 227, 231, 235, AND 237 ASTER 
AVENUE.   

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Anderson and seconded by Councilwoman Berz, 
 

RESOLUTION #28905 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF JON PURSLEY AS A 
SPECIAL POLICE OFFICER (UNARMED) FOR THE LAND DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICE, TO DO SPECIAL DUTY AS PRESCRIBED HEREIN, SUBJECT TO 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS. 

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         
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On motion of Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilwoman Berz, 
 

RESOLUTION #28906 
 

A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF DONNA 
RODDY TO THE AIRPORT AUTHORITY BOARD. 

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Henderson and seconded by Councilman Grohn, 
 

RESOLUTION #28907 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 
HDR ENGINEERING, INC. FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RELATIVE TO 
CONTRACT NO. W-16-017-101, MBWWTP SOLIDS PROCESS OPTIMIZATION 
IMPLEMENTATION – PHASE 2 THICKNER UPGRADES, A NON-CONSENT 
DECREE PROJECT, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $608,847.00.  

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Hakeem and seconded by Councilman Anderson, 
 

RESOLUTION #28908 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 
HEFFERLIN+KRONENBERG ARCHITECTS, PLLC FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES RELATIVE TO CONTRACT NO. Y-15-008-101, 
THE AVONDALE YOUTH AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT CENTER, FOR AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $340,500.00.   

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Anderson and seconded by Councilman Smith, 
 

RESOLUTION #28909 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A DONATION FROM 
DEFOOR BROTHERS DEVELOPMENT, LLC, FOR THE VALUE OF WORK TO 
PERFORM CERTAIN ROAD IMPROVEMENTS ON PINE STREET FROM 
MARTIN LUTHER KING BOULEVARD TO 7TH STREET, PROJECT NO. T-17-
001, FOR THE APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF $688,324.00, SUBJECT TO THE 
CITY AND B. P. CONSTRUCTION COMPANY EXECUTING AN AGREEMENT 
FOR SAID IMPROVEMENTS AND THAT THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION BEING AUTHORIZED TO ENTER 
INTO AN AGREEMENT, IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE FORM ATTACHED, WITH 
B. P. CONSTRUCTION COMPANY FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS TO PINE 
STREET AT NO COST TO THE CITY.   

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

Purchases 

Bonnie Woodward, Purchasing Director, briefed the Council on the following proposed purchases: 
 
PO536564 - Mayor's Office     Estimated $40,000 Annually 
Blanket Contract Renewal for Bottled Water &  
Filtration System Coolers with Accessories -  
City Wide Mayor's Office  
Lowest/Best Bidder: DS Services of America, Inc. 

d/b/a Crystal Springs Water Company  
2300 Windy Ridge Parkway, Ste. 500N  
Atlanta, GA 30339  

 
PO519823 - Public Works     Estimated $54,000 Annually 
Blanket Contract Renewal for Front End Loader  
Service - Public Works Department  
Lowest/Best Bidder: Republic Services of Chattanooga  

1018 East 38th Street  
Chattanooga, TN 37407  

 
PO531454 - Public Works     Estimated $75,000 Annually 
Blanket Contract Renewal for Programmable  
Logic Controller Services –  
Waste Resources Division 
Lowest/Best Bidder: Adman Electric Co Inc.  

P.O. Box 3069  
Chattanooga, TN 37404  

 
Councilman Anderson moved to approve, seconded by Councilman Smith. The motion carried. 

ACTION:  APPROVED 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  (NONE) 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 
Audit & I.T. Committee 
Councilman Grohn 
(No report) 
 
Budget and Finance Committee 
Councilwoman Berz 

• The Council met as a Committee-of-the-Whole to discuss its 2017 Plan of Work. The third 
draft is available and been reviewed. It will be finalized by Friday, January 27. 
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Economic and Community Development Committee 
Councilman Anderson                  

• The committee met today in open meeting to hear about the Crowncastle Fiber Optics 
PILOT.  

 
HR Committee (Human Resources) 
Vice Chair Mitchell 
(No report) 
 
Planning & Zoning 
Councilman Hakeem 

• The Council heard a presentation today in open meeting [regarding side building 
setbacks]. The presentation was made by John Bridger of Regional Planning. 

 
Public Safety Committee 
Councilman Henderson 
(No report) 
 
Public Works and Transportation Committee 
Councilman Smith 

• The committee will meet next week (January 31) following the 3:00 p.m. Agenda Session. 
 
Youth and Family Development Committee 
Councilman Gilbert 
(No report) 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS COUNCIL 
(Non-Agenda Items) 
 
Attorney Hinton read the rules of procedure for persons wishing to address the Council on non-
agenda items. After which, Chairman Freeman recognized the following persons: 
 

• Gary Ball (Tower Construction) – He noted that he was a representative of the 
Ridgedale Community Association. He voiced concerns about the safety around his office 
and in the Ridgedale community, which he said is the recipient of “crossover violence.” He 
informed the Council that the people are weary of bringing development to the area due to 
safety concerns. 

o Chairman Freeman expressed thanks to Mr. Ball for being a soldier for the cause 
of peace in his community. He also made comments about the police’s efforts in 
this community and the impact of citizens, Chattanooga 2.0 and other initiatives in 
the community. 

o Councilman Hakeem thanked Mr. Ball and indicated that he would speak one-on-
one with Mr. Ball about his concerns. 

• Helen Burns Sharp (ATM) – On behalf of the public interest advocacy group, 
Accountability for Taxpayer Money (ATM), she presented the Council with a letter cover 
and policy brief on governance, in which ATM defines problems and make specific 
recommendations. She gave briefly commented on some of the reforms outlined in the 
policy brief. [Letter & Policy Brief attached.] 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion of Councilman Anderson, Chairman Freeman adjourned the meeting of the 
Chattanooga City Council until Tuesday, January 31, 2017, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

  ___________________________________________ 
     CHAIRMAN 
 

_____________________________________ 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 

 
 
 

 
ATTACHMENT: 

ATM Cover Letter & Policy Brief  
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