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City Council Building 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

July 26, 2016 
6:00 PM 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Council Vice Chair Jerry Mitchell called the meeting to order in the absence of Council Chairman 
Moses Freeman. A quorum was present, including Council members Chris Anderson, Carol Berz, 
Russell Gilbert, Larry Grohn, Yusuf Hakeem, Chip Henderson and Ken Smith all present. City 
Attorney Wade Hinton and Council Clerk Nicole Gwyn, CMC, were also present.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Councilman Grohn led the Assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. He read II-Chronicles 7:14 of 
the Bible before giving the invocation. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF LAST MINUTES 
 
On motion of Councilman Anderson and seconded by Councilman Gilbert, the minutes of the 
last meeting (July 19, 2016) were approved as published. 
 
 
ORDINANCES – FINAL READING:  
 
MR-2016-072  
Jim Richards  
District 1 

 
On motion of Councilman Henderson and seconded by Councilman Smith,  

 
ORDINANCE #13087 

 
AN ORDINANCE CLOSING AND ABANDONING A PORTION OF THE 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LOCATED ALONG NORTH MARKET STREET AT 405 
NORTH MARKET STREET, DETAILED ON THE ATTACHED MAP, TO 
ALLEVIATE ENCROACHMENT OF EXISTING BUILDING INTO THE 
RIGHT-OF-WAY, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS.  

 
                      ACTION:  APPROVED          
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MR-2016-068 
Paula Grant Shuford 
District 2  

 
On motion of Councilwoman Berz and seconded by Councilman Anderson,  

 
ORDINANCE #13088 

 
AN ORDINANCE CLOSING AND ABANDONING TWO PORTIONS OF 
THE RIGHT-OF-WAY LOCATED ALONG THE 1600 BLOCK OF 
HILLCREST ROAD AT 1698 RIVERVIEW ROAD, DETAILED ON THE 
ATTACHED MAP, TO ALLEVIATE ENCROACHMENT OF EXISTING 
BUILDING AND TO ENABLE NEW CONSTRUCTION, SUBJECT TO 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS.  
 

                      ACTION:  APPROVED          

MR-2016-075 
C. Keith McCallie  
District 2 

 
On motion of Councilman Gilbert and seconded by Councilwoman Berz, 

 
ORDINANCE #13089 

 
AN ORDINANCE CLOSING AND ABANDONING AN UNNUMBERED, 
UNOPENED BLOCK OF FOREST AVENUE AND AN ADJACENT, 
UNOPENED ALLEY, DETAILED ON THE ATTACHED MAP, TO 
FACILITATE CONSTRUCTION OF RETAINING WALLS AND 
DRIVEWAY ACCESS FOR 344 SYLVAN STREET, SUBJECT TO 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS.  
 

                      ACTION:  APPROVED          

MR-2016-088 
River Street Architecture/ 
Gary E. and Virginia Marie Ivey  
District 2 
 

On motion of Councilman Hakeem and seconded by Councilman Gilbert,  
 

ORDINANCE #13090 
 

AN ORDINANCE CLOSING AND ABANDONING A PORTION OF THE 
1600 BLOCK OF HILLCREST ROAD AT 1692 RIVERVIEW ROAD, 
DETAILED ON THE ATTACHED MAP, TO ALLOW FOR ALIGNMENT 
WITH ADJACENT PROPERTY SETBACK AND TO CONSTRUCT A 
RETAINING WALL, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS.  

 
                      ACTION:  APPROVED          
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MR-2016-074  
Branch Acquisition Company, LLC  
c/o Jack Haylett and  
Gunbarrel Partners 
District 4 

 
On motion of Councilman Grohn and seconded by Councilman Hakeem,  

 
ORDINANCE #13091 

 
AN ORDINANCE CLOSING AND ABANDONING THE RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LOCATED IN THE 2400 BLOCK OF ELAM LANE AND THE 2500 
BLOCK OF LIFE STYLE WAY, DETAILED ON THE ATTACHED MAP, 
FOR MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT AND ASSOCIATED 
INFRASTRUCTURES, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS.   
 

                      ACTION:  APPROVED          

 
 

ORDINANCES – FIRST READING:  

 
On motion of Councilman Anderson and seconded by Councilwoman Berz, 

 
ORDINANCE #13092 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II, 
CHAPTER 26, SECTION 26-33, OUTDOOR FEE CHANGES TO 
EXISTING PROVISION CODE. 

 
                 ACTION:  PASSED ON FIRST READING         

MR-2015-076 
Phillip M. Meyer, II  
District 7 
 

AGENDA ITEM VI(b): 
 

AN ORDINANCE DENYING THE REQUEST OF PHILLIP M. MEYER, II, 
AGENT FOR THE OWNER OF THE ADJACENT PROPERTY, JOHN B. 
CUNNINGHAM, TO ABANDON THE RIGHT-OF-WAY OF THE OPEN 
ALLEY ADJACENT TO 3902 DODDS AVENUE, DETAILED ON THE 
ATTACHED MAP.   

 
Councilman Anderson asked Attorney Hinton to clarify the language of the resolution. After which, 
Councilman Anderson moved to deny, seconded by Councilman Grohn. The motion carried. 

                             ACTION:  DENIED         
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RESOLUTIONS: 
 
 

On motion of Councilman Anderson and seconded by Councilwoman Berz, 
 

RESOLUTION #28709 
 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING SURPLUS OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 
1200 KING STREET, TAX MAP NO. 145E-Q-008, AND AUTHORIZING 
THE TRANSFER OF THE PARCEL TO THE CHATTANOOGA 
DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT CORPORATION.   

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Anderson and seconded by Councilman Hakeem, 
 

RESOLUTION #28710 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A 
PREMISES USE AGREEMENT WITH RIVERMONT YOUTH ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION, INC., IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE FORM ATTACHED, 
FOR THE USE OF THE ATHLETIC FIELDS AND BUILDINGS LOCATED 
AT 1096 LUPTON DRIVE ON A PORTION OF TAX MAP NO. 118K-A-
009, FOR A TERM OF THREE (3) YEARS WITH AN OPTION TO RENEW 
FOR TWO (2) ADDITIONAL ONE (1) YEAR TERMS.  

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Gilbert and seconded by Councilwoman Berz, 
 

RESOLUTION #28711 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A 
PREMISES USE AGREEMENT WITH LAKESIDE YOUTH 
ASSOCIATION, INC., IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE FORM ATTACHED, 
FOR THE USE OF THE ATHLETIC FIELDS AND BUILDINGS LOCATED 
ON SWAN ROAD, TAX MAP NO. 129C-A-018, FOR A TERM OF THREE 
(3) YEARS WITH AN OPTION TO RENEW FOR TWO (2) ADDITIONAL 
ONE (1) YEAR TERMS.  

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Henderson and seconded by Councilman Grohn, 
 

RESOLUTION #28712 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF FIVE HUNDRED 
(500) SPARTAN PLATE PLUS 3 (7” X 9”) PLATES FOR RIFLE 
THREATS, IN THE AMOUNT OF $109,000.00.   

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         
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On motion of Councilman Grohn and seconded by Councilman Henderson, 
 

RESOLUTION #28713 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SECURITY UPGRADES TO THE 
POLICE SERVICE CENTER GATE, CARD READER ACCESS TO BACK 
LOT, AND FENCING SLATS TO OBSCURE LINE OF SIGHT TO BACK 
LOT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $50,000.00.  

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Grohn and seconded by Councilman Hakeem, 
 

RESOLUTION #28714 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE WAIVER OF USE FEES AND 
DAMAGE FEES IN THE AMOUNT OF $925.00, FOR THE BRIDGE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH “MOVIES IN THE PARK” AND OTHER FAMILY-
FUN ACTIVITIES TO BE HELD AT HERITAGE PARK ON FRIDAY, 
AUGUST 12, 2016.   

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Grohn and seconded by Councilman Smith, 
 

RESOLUTION #28715 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE WAIVER OF PARK FEE AND 
HOUSE FEE AT HERITAGE PARK IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,000.00 FOR 
THE FRIENDS OF EAST BRAINERD “BACK TO SCHOOL BASH” TO 
BE HELD ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2016.   

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Anderson and seconded by Councilwoman Berz, 
 

RESOLUTION #28716 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO CAMPUS 
DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION, INC. FOR A TEMPORARY 
CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT RELATIVE TO CONTRACT NO. T-14-
030, MARTIN LUTHER KING BOULEVARD CORRIDOR 
IMPROVEMENTS FOR TRACT NO. 1, PROPERTY LOCATED AT TAX 
MAP NO. 145E-G-006, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1.00.  

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         
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On motion of Councilman Anderson and seconded by Councilwoman Berz, 
 

RESOLUTION #28717 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT TO CAMPUS 
DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION, INC. FOR A TEMPORARY 
CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT RELATIVE TO CONTRACT NO. T-14-
030, MARTIN LUTHER KING BOULEVARD CORRIDOR 
IMPROVEMENTS FOR TRACT NO. 2, PROPERTY LOCATED AT TAX 
MAP NO. 145E-H-001, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1.00.   

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Anderson and seconded by Councilwoman Berz, 
 

RESOLUTION #28718 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT TO THE STATE OF 
TENNESSEE FOR A TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT 
RELATIVE TO CONTRACT NO. T-14-030, MARTIN LUTHER KING 
BOULEVARD CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS FOR TRACT NO. 3, 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT TAX MAP NO. 145D-U-001, FOR AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1.00.  

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

On motion of Councilman Gilbert and seconded by Councilman Hakeem, 
 

RESOLUTION #28719 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH YERBEY CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
RELATIVE TO CONTRACT NO. T-16-003, FOR CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH CITYWIDE RIGHT-OF-WAY 
CONCRETE REQUIREMENTS CONTRACT FOR TWELVE (12) 
MONTHS WITH THE OPTION TO RENEW, FOR AN APPROXIMATE 
AMOUNT OF $1,468,211.25. 

                         ACTION:  ADOPTED         

 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

Public Works Report 
 
Bill Payne, City Engineer, introduced James Bergdoll, Parks Director-Maintenance, for a 
presentation on the Public Works Parks Division. He presented information on the following: 
 

• Overall Scope of Parks Division 
• New Programs/Initiatives 
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• New Sites 
• Growing Economy 
• Current & Upcoming Projects 
• Other Projects in Design or On The Horizon 

 
After the presentation, Vice Chair Mitchell inquired about the process for putting a park in a trust. 
Attorney Hinton responded that he would look into the answer. (Full presentation is attached.) 
 
 
Purchases 
 
David Carmody, Deputy Chief Operating Officer, briefed the Council on the following purchases: 
 
R 136921 - Economic & Community Development  Estimated $350,000 Annually 
New Blanket Contract for Abatement Services –  
Economic & Community Development  
Lowest/Best Bidder: Grass Buster Lawn Maintenance  

614 Woodvale Ave.  
Chattanooga, TN 37411   

 
R 133535 - Public Works      Estimated $100,000 Annually 
New Blanket Contract for Grounds Maintenance  
for Riverwalk Extension Public Works Department  
Lowest/Best Bidder: Images Landscape Service  

P.O. Box 28024 
Chattanooga, TN 37424   

 
PO 533766 - Transportation Department    Estimated $50,000 Annually 
Extension of Blanket Contract 533766 for Highway  
Guardrail Components Transportation Department  
Lowest/Best Bidder: Trinity Highway Products, LLC  

P.O. Box 951716  
Dallas, TX 75395 

 
Councilman Anderson moved to approve. After which, Councilman Hakeem inquired about 
R136921 and why the contract was not broken up among several vendors. After Mr. Carmody’s 
response, Councilman Hakeem seconded. The motion carried. 

ACTION:  APPROVED 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  
 
RBI Announcement 
 
Councilman Gilbert stated that the City of Chattanooga hosted the RBI last week. He announced 
that the Senior Boys team won. He commended the team and the leadership of Coach Keith 
Landecker. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Audit & I.T. Committee 
Councilman Grohn 
(No report) 
 
Budget and Finance Committee 
Councilwoman Berz 
(No report) 
 
Economic and Community Development Committee 
Councilman Anderson                  
(No report) 
 
HR Committee (Human Resources) 
Vice Chair Mitchell 
(No report) 
 
Planning & Zoning 
Councilman Hakeem 

• The committee will meet on its regular schedule next week (August 2) after the Agenda 
Session. 

• Changes to the Zoning Ordinance regarding Short-term rentals would be considered by 
the Planning Commission on August 8. 

• The Council would hold a public hearing regarding those changes to short-term rentals on 
August 9 after the Agenda Session. 

• The Council’s first reading on short-term rentals would take place on August 23. 
 
Public Safety Committee 
Councilman Henderson 
(No report) 
 
Public Works and Transportation Committee 
Councilman Smith 

• The committee will meet next week after the Agenda Session. 
 
Youth and Family Development Committee 
Councilman Gilbert 
(No report) 
 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS COUNCIL 
(Non-Agenda Items) 
 
Attorney Hinton read the rules of procedure for persons wishing to address the Council on non-
agenda items. After which, Vice Chair Mitchell recognized the following persons: 
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• Charles Adamson (Chattanooga) – He thanked the Council for making 
Chattanooga the best city to live. He said that he had experienced an incident of 
racism at a Chattanooga club. He wanted the Council to know that people are not 
receiving fair and equal treatment at the club. 

o Councilman Gilbert asked if he had heard the racist words being spoken at 
the club. Mr. Adamson confirmed hearing the words and described the 
incident. 

o Councilman Hakeem asked Mr. Adamson to describe the kind of business 
where the incident took place. 

o Attorney Hinton stated that he would look into Public Accommodation law 
regarding this matter. 

o Councilwoman Berz asked Mr. Adamson to encourage the other individuals 
who witnessed the incident to come forward by sending her their names. 
She stated that she would forward those names to the City Attorney and her 
colleagues. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion of Councilman Anderson, Vice Chair Mitchell adjourned the meeting of the 
Chattanooga City Council until Tuesday, August 2, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

  ___________________________________________ 
      VICE CHAIR 
 

_____________________________________ 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENT: 

Public Works Dept. Report –  
Parks Division Presentation 
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